Mothers love your sons
Mothers love your sons

Mothers, love your sons.

Love your big, dumb sons,

Your idiot sons,

Your swaggering sons,

Your awkward sons,

Your irresponsible sons and their indestructible limbs.

Love their red and bleeding knees.

Love their clear, uncluttered eyes.

Love their stumbling, foal-like hands.

Love their necks just asking to be wrung.

Love their shoes lost in the neighbour’s yard.

Love their badly ironed clothes.

Love their terrible haircuts.

Love their empty tanks of petrol.

Love their awkwardness at airports leaving

for a world they were expecting to change.

Love their awkwardness at airports returning

from a world they were expecting to change.

Love their broken-hearted girlfriends

calling in the middle of the night.

Love your northern sons,

Your southern sons,

Your eastern sons,

Your western sons.

Love your granite sons,

Your iron sons,

Your crystal sons,

Your paper sons.

Love your rising sons,

Your blazing sons,

Your noonday sons,

Your setting sons.

Mothers, love your sons.

Love your big, dumb sons,

Your idiot sons,

Your swaggering sons,

Your awkward sons,

Your irresponsible sons and their indestructible limbs.

Because they die so fast,        




39                                           

So awkwardly, lankily, idiotically, swaggeringly fast,          40

With everybody staring at them,

On a Friday night, with a wicked grin,

In the moment of triumph,

When they will always be the last to know.
Glenn Colquhoun

Prepare for reading:

Links to Prior Knowledge:

Planking  - deaths

FBTZ - jumping naked over rose bushes

surfing on moving car’s bonnet or roof

skateboarding on down hill roads

towing a skateboarder behind a vehicle

Glenn Colquhoun is a doctor and poet who worked in A&E

After reading:

1. What language feature is evident in the title?
2. Place these words on a cline: (order from weak to strong)
a. beg, exhort, plead, insist, demand, whine, nag, ask, request, command, encourage, urge, coax, prompt, entreat, implore, instruct, direct.
b. How does repetition affect the tone of the phrase ‘Mothers love your sons.’
3. Explain how the poem is structured around the ages of a young man’s life.
4. Why do you think Colquhoun picks on boys’ faults?
5. How does the repetition of the first stanza echo the poem’s message regarding boys’ behaviour?
6. What are the connotations of ‘big, dumb, idiot’? Why do you think Colquhoun chose these words?
7. How does the rhythm of the poem change at line 39 and again at line 40?
8. Who do you think is ‘staring’ at the boys in line 41?  What connotations can be attached to ‘staring’?
9. Why do you think Colquhoun addresses the mothers and not the fathers or the sons?
a.  Use any of these words to write an explanation of the tone of the poem: 
· fond
frustrated

futile

regret
waste

sympathy 
10. What message do you think Glenn Colquhoun wanted readers of his poem to receive?
11. What does reading this poem make you think of?

