Connections Example

My connection is on teenagers acting with bravado.
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Text = One Good Reason

How does the text show the connection?

· When Jay won’t back down from challenge put up by Carl.
· Skateboarding on motorway ramp is stupid

Author’s purpose = showing off = bravado - this is hollow and meaningless

My comment = Even though the narrator and Lucy gave ways to diffuse the tension and sense of challenge, Jay couldn’t walk away from Carl.  I think that it had to do with his personal sense of pride.  The author showed us that Jay’s response was illogical and emotional.  If he had thought about it instead of just reacting, he would have seen that Lucy wasn’t interested in the challenge - it probably made her feel like an object someone could own or win.  People who feel the need to show off in order to feel good about themselves, often have low self-esteem.  Jay’s life seemed to be off track and his attempt to feel important caused harm to his innocent brother. In this way, Friend shows the reader that building self-esteem through acts of bravado are false and liable to fail.
