Porphyria’s Lover


This poem was published in England in 1836.  It begins with_____________, but turns quickly to human figures in a stormy ____________.  Browning uses this to _______the time and atmosphere.

There are two figures: Porphyria and her lover.  The lover tells the story in ______ person, an essential element of dramatic monologue.  It is a ___________ and terrifying tale.  She is unwilling to break ties with others (presumably her___________ ).  He is contemptuous of her__________ . For a moment he is secure of her love.  He is silent, __________ , wondering how to capture that moment of perfection. He suddenly decides to act, to _____________ their love to prevent her from returning, but also preventing the love that they feel. He strangles her at that _____________ moment.  

The lover is emotionally deluded.  It is an extraordinary incident, especially in the way in which he recounts it. 

The sentences are ______ at the beginning, but are broken up into telling rhymes which gives a tense feeling.  There is no hint of strangling.  It is told in a passionless ___________ which proceeds from the character of the lover. The style is simple because the lover is completely unmoved.  He experiences no guilt or fear – except perhaps in the last line “and yet God has not said a word!”  Or this may be defiance.

The lover is a bit disturbed.  He believes he has done what she wanted but what she could not bring herself to do.  He sits in calm triumph, supreme in this moment, empty of emotion.

This poem marks the beginning of Browning’s skill with dramatic monologue.  It has the regular rhyme scheme typical of dramatic monologue but there is a marked narrative element.  The story is as important as everything else, placing an emphasis on the ___________ of events.  The character of the speaker is not deeply investigated.  In later dramatic monologues, the _______________ is less important than the character.

Is the lover abnormal or not?  A total absence of comment is made on the lover by Browning.  He has committed murder but there is no hint of reproof or sign of ___________ feeling.  In later dramatic monologues, characters try to justify themselves.  The choice of a moment of crisis is typical of dramatic monologues.  The referral to Porphyria in the third person is not usual for dramatic monologue.  She is not listening, and so some drama is lost.

fix		landscape	long			chilling	weakness 


narrative	supreme	immortalise		manner		sequence


moral		nature		husband		passive		first








